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Genetal Conſiderations 
OF FERE Dz Sc. 


Here is nothing that Mankind , in 
our Jatter times eſpecially, has more 
bent his Thoughts about, and been 

. , more Converſant in, than the buſi- 

__” neſs of Trade, being fully ſenſible 

that its improvement, tends not only to the ſup- 

tt of Perſonal but National Intereſts z and 
hence it is, that our Induſtrious Anceſtors, while 
it was in its Infancy, exerciſed all poſſible care in 
nurfing it up, and defending it from thoſe ug 
chiefs wherewith it might be beſet, The Foun- 
dations of this Kingdom, are Land, Trade, and' 

ManufaQtures, and are ſuch ſupports, which by” 
no means ought to be ſhaken; they have for a 
confiderable time born the brunt of the War, and 
it 'is time now they ſhould have a breathing, 
and flide their Necks out of the Collar :; The 

"Trade of this Kingdom hath all-alepg been an ad- 

| Fantagious 


bby 

- yantagious Ornament to it', and would be 
fritt (o, if-the occafion of its pinings were look- 
ed into, and fit ways apply'd Tot covery. 
I would not pretend to Dictate, but with all 
cCubmiſhon Crave, that we ſhould but have an 
&ye to the Vitals of Trade, which ſeems to be 
Jceply affefted. For what thing ſoever is .a da» 
mage to our ManufaGure, or Weight upon our 
foreign Trade beyond what it can bear up under, 
ſtabs it to the Heart : hereby the Subject is dila- 
bled : but when our Manufadtures are.incouraged, 


and our foreign Trade made caſte, and. firmly ſe- * 


cured, ,our Lands then will be advanced, And it 
1s indeed very evident that the promotir 
Manufa tures is -not only beneficial to 
perſons, but alſo to the -Kingdom of 
eneral, wherein many thouſands of poor 
amilics are imployed, and as the ſaid Mat 
are either advanced, or diminiſhed, ſo the Value 
of ourLands muſt increaſe or decreaſe in propotion; 
for notwithſtanding that the produ@ of our Lands 
hath born' a very conſiderable price, for ſeven or 
cight years laſt paſt, occaſioned by the badnelz of 
our Coin, the Clothing our Armys at Home and 
abroad, and the devaſtations made in ſeveral of our 
Neighbouring Countries by the late Wars, as well 
as the taking of great Numbers ofeur outward- 
'bound Ships, which oblig'd the Merchants tg buy 
double the quantities thereof, than otherwiſe they 
would have done : the Peace having put a. Pe- 
riod unto all thoſe things, our product muſt'come 
down ons ancient Price, and in all probability 
| much 
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muck lower z for, withintheſe Eight or Ten Years 
we have had ſeveral Wounds and Breaches made 

in-our Trade by our Neighbours, they having the 
ſame opportunity to advance their Trade and Na- 
vigation, that Exg/and had for ſeveral. Years, at lea(t 

before the War, I mean the French, Portuguiſe, Ge- 

2oeſe, Swedes, and Danes, not to ſay any thing of 
the Dutch, who, by their Induſtry and good Hus- 

bandry, never fail to advance their Intereſt where- 

eyer they get footing z for what advantage in Trat- 

fick ſoever any Kingdom gains, isgenerally ſo much 

loſt by another. 

During the late War, thoſe Nations above men- 
tioned have not only been the Carriers of their 
own ManufaQures, butalſo of their Neighbours in- 
fiing their own Shipping, by which they are not- 
only become very Rich in general, but even in 
this, that' they- have furniſhed themſclves with as 
many Ships and Men,. as are ſufficient to manage 
their own Trade, which within theſe dozenYears was 
the great part of it ours, and managed by us; for: 
England having been many Years atPeace, whillt 
moſt of our Neighbours were opprefled by War, 
and tc "ara rendredin a great degree un-- 
capable of Navigation. We policfs'd molt of the: 
Trade of Exrope, having then no Partners but the 
Dutch, and they too, but Fourths or Filths, which- 


| by good Husbandry they have ſo much improv'd,, 


that they are now more than joynt Partners, 
If it be objeted, That though thoſe Nations 
have, during the laſt War, gained the aſcendant 


over us in fevera) parts of our Trade, get _ 
that 


(.4) 
- that: we enjoy Peace, we may probably recover: 
it again. To 'this'I anſwer, That'we: little 
reaſon to hope to out-Trade the Dutch, as mat- 
ters now ſtand, more than the reſt of our Neigh- 
bours, who Build, Vifual, and Sail cheaper : 

. the, Dutch, having moſt or all of their” Materials 
or Merchandizes within themſelves, and the La- 
bour of Workmen and others much cheaper than: 
the Dutch, who have little or nothing of their own, 
bat obtain all by Navigation, paying but very 
ſmall duties for Exportes and Impartes, : which' 1s 
the great incouragement of Merchants, as the can»! 
trary is the 'ane'of Trade, to the woekull Experi- 
ence of many Nations, our own not excepted. And 
tho? this may ſeem a digreſſion from the Matter in. 
hand, yet may it ſerve asan wn amp. to excite our 
diligence, not only in propagati vigation, but 
alſo the Staple Commodities: of his Nation, vis the 
Woollen Manufa@ury, &c- which, ft open; 
will in a few Years pine; fur we baving Compe» 
titors in our Foreign Trade, and fo. nay have 
the like in onr- ManufaQures, ' there being/in 44 
werica diverſe conſiderable Settlements, which h#« 
therto have been furniſhed with maſtoof: their 
Cloathing and Utenſils from Exglexd, but their 
Countries not furniſhing them with ſufficient 


tities of Vendible Commodities for. E - by 
this means their Cloathing - proving we. dear 
and chargeable, hath pur' tham npon the; all 


forts of Cattle, and making theur own Cloathibg, 
which i certainly very detrimental ro us. | 


The 


1 York 9 " 9M whoſe .'Cattel 
3 oh devs ton and. L HAY to be lower, 
thods as may ad- 
_— the' nyo akin there, they be- 
rovided of 21l ſuitable Materials for ſuch an 
7d diet which being Tranſported, they will 
as. much ourvy us in Woollen Commodines as they 
doin their. Proviſions 3 and if it ſhould be in any 
degree or particular hindred,-' or prohibited, it 
would \ not only lefſen the value of the Erglifb 
Settlements, but mightily weaken the Proteſtant 
Jatereſt, or at oſt make thisgs _ and "_ 
der Forcigners going and fetling there : for 
all Perſons that 0a hembalves ſara Foreign 
Regigns,: do ir/in expeRation of an adyantageous 
ſecureSettlement, which isthe principal Motive 
to run Adventures, and to viſit unknown vat 
tries; {0 that it clay better to lay a Dut 
; upon every-pound —F of 
Woollen tury exported from helen: It 
will make, theirs auivalent with our Woollen 
ManufaCtures, ſo both Nations may go on joyntly 
in the preſervation thereof, and prevent the Ex- 
of Wooll' from either Kingdom into 
Foreign Parts : For. all Trade and Induſtry ought 
to be free, ſo 'as not. t0 be fettered with heavy 
I tions z for where they are fo, all Commerce 
= fail , the Common People and Tradeſmen 
SroWIng poor , and thereby the intrinhck value 
Lands and all its produQions are lel{;ned, 
ek that many of the beſt Subje&s, (viz..) 


the labou e, will be in a forced, 
ng pop, I manneg, a 


(6) 

to ſeek their Forte in other Coun 
ing with nothm t'd 
therefaje it all be highly n 
promote the Exportation of 
ta&ury, but alſo the Conſumption at home : a'Spe- 
cimen of the Benefit thereof is very evidentin the 
late Act "made in King Charles IÞ's Reign, for bu- 
rying in Woollen, which A& cannot do lets then 
occalion the yearly Confumption of three Million 
of . yards of Woollen for Funerals in this King- 
dom. 

But there are ſeveral-projets of late that- have 
obtained Reputation, to the prezudice of 'the-fore- 
mention'd} Manufaqure, one wheteof is the furniſh- 


ing of Funerals, by a ſmall number 'of Mencak - 


led TIndertakers, who always keep by them all 
neceſſaries and proper materialls to Fit and 'Ac- 
commodate Funerals,viz. Cloaks, Hangings, Coach- 
coverings, Oc. 'So that fach Perſons w pra 
ly. were at 'Expences in} mourning thetr 
Relations onf9 Frien $s, may now, for aſinall mat- 
ter, have all things fitted” tor that purpoſe : and 
though, it's true, when Gentlemen bought thoſe 
things themſelves, they made a leſs ſhow, yet it 
did bring more adya 'to the Nation, ſich 
things being generally ſpent” within the- compaſs 
of one Year : but by this invention one Cloak and 
other neceſlaries do ſerve ſeveral ' Years, and fur- 
niſh ſome hundred Funerals, working Journey-work 
as long as one thread will to-another, And 
thts is. not- only an Enemy tothe Conſamprion of 
the WgpHlen Manutaffure, but very injurious to 

many 
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many Tradeſmen, as Weavers, Drapers, Taylors, 
Glovers, &c. For theſe Gentlemen the Underta- 
kers are good Hugbands, pinchingly buying all 
things in groſs and at firſt hand, and Tradeſmen 
employeg, yader them have very low rates, no 
betterghe&n. Tay lors have of Saleſmen 5 for it muſt 
needs bg detrunental to our Nation to diminiſh 
ts number of Labourers and lower the Prices. 

Moreover, ſince the Method of theſe Undertakers 
bave got footing, Perſons of ordinary Rank, may 
for the value of Fifty pounds make as great a 
Figure, as the Nobility and Gentry did formerly 
with the expence of more than Five Hundred 
Pounds. e Undertakers are great gainers, be- 
cauſe one Suit of Mourning Furniture will ferye 
above an hundred times 3 fo that hence there not 
only happens a leſs Conſumption, but the Gay- 
ety and Splendor both of the Nobility and Gen- 
try is hereby very much eclipſed, ſo that not ma- 
ny of them doin this exceed the ſhow of the Com- 
mon le, except ſome few of the Nobility, who 
lie a confiderable time'in Stare, ſorthat it is very 
clear that twenty or thirty of 'thoſe fort of Men - 
do greatly hinder the Conſumption of our Wool- 
len Manufacture, and conſequently deſtroy the 
livelyhoods of many thouſand Families. 

For Nations are generally poor where the La- 
bourer's Wages are {ma]l, and the Conſumption bur 
hee, it baving been for many Years paſt, the great 
W ages and free Circulation of Trade amongſt the 
common people as well as others, that hath made 
England excced all her Neighbouring Je in 

m__ B 2 Riches 
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Riches and in the Conſumption-not only of our 
own Growth and Manufactures, but likewiſe of 
many Foreign Commodities, ſuch as Wines, Spa- 
niſh Fruits, Sugars, Silks, Spices, Tobacco, &c. of 
which perhaps this ſmall Kland hathy conſumed 
more than Poland, Swedeland, Denmark} at\#'\France, 
and thereby have brought very greit- Revenues 
to the Crown : if this were not ſo, why ſhould 
not Scotland! and Ireland be as beneficial to the Go- 
vernment as Englarxd, for nothing more advap- 
ceth Lands and all its productions, then Traders 
large gains, which promoteth free Eating, Drink- 
ing, .and Genteel living, whatever contrary miſta- 
ken notions may have got footing. 

It is alſo further to be confider'd, That there 
are: two or three other Inventions prejudicial to 
the publick, vis. making Buttons and Buckles of 
various ſorts of Mettal, with which things, a few 
hands can ſupply many Natiens, three or four Boys 
and Girls being able to make two thouſand four 
hundred dozen in a Week of Pewter Buttons, eve- 
ry dozen whereof will laſt a very long time, far 
longer then either Thread, S:1k, or Hair, and which 
are valued at firſt hand but from twelve to eigh- 
teen ' pence per Groſs, great and ſmall together, 
which, indeed may be of ſome advantage for 
Exportation, but - hinders the Conſumption of 

r own Manufactures at home. The hike may 
B+ underſtood of Shoe-Buckles, of which a ſmall 
number of Poeple can ſupply. a whole Nation, 
for-you may buy a pair of Shoe Buckles, from a 
penny -. two-pence (unleſs Silver) that wy taft 
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from one year toſeven, and ſome others of grea- 
ter value that may wear twenty Years, not only 
to the detriment of our Manufattures in gene- 
ral, but more particularly to the Narrow Wea- 
vers; for it is ſuppoſed, "that leſs then one hundred 
of Buckle-Makers will ſupply more people, than 
fifty or {xty thouſand narrow Weavers, in Tape, 
Cotten, Ferret, and Silk Ribband, which Trade 
of Jate have been forc'd to ſeek - their Fortunes in 
other Countries, to the damage and diſhenour of 
the Exel:b Nation. 

The like may be conſider'd of the invention of 
Paper Hangings, which are but of ſmall value, en- 
dure long, and employ but a few people : Ne- 
vertheleſs they will laſt almoſt as long as our 
common Woollen Hangings, provided the Walls are 
hned with Slit-Deal, or Mat, Chair. high ; which 
does hkewiſe leſſen the number of our People, 
and the Conſumption of our Woollen Manufa- 
Qures. 

Moreover, though Navigation be one of the 
greateſt Pillars of Trade, and brings the greateſt 
advantage to the Nation, nevertheleſs the. Con- 
fumption of our own Manufattures and Employ- 
ment of many hands are conliderable additional 
advantages; for, ſuppoſe ten Shoe-makers could 
make as many Shoes in a Week as a hundred do 
now, and thoſe too wear five times as long, what 
then muſt become of the reſt of the Workmen ? 
mult they not ſeek their Fortunes m other Coun- 
trics? the like may be ſaid of all other. Trades: 
does not. the ſtrength of this Nation cone in Tra- 


ders, 


( 10) 
ders, Artificers, and Tradeſmen, 'they being moſt 
Trattable and Ingenious, both, in Peace and War. 
It is the working People and Tradeſmen that pays 
the King his Tax for Ale and Beer, and not ſo 
much the Country mennor Shepherd z no, it is the 
former that more abundantly conſumes the Su- 
gar, Spices, Spaniſh Fruits, Tobacco, and Wines 
too, and do thereby advance the Conſumption of 
our own Proviſions and Fruits, many of which 
would be of little value, if ar were not for the 
torementioned Commodities, mixed with Apples, 
Pears, Plumbs, Gooteberrys, Currants, and none 
of which would be made Food, and fo be advan- 
tagcous to us, if they were not mixed with ſuch 
Sweets, which do hkewiſe occaſion the Conſump- 
tion of Flower : and it is moſt clear that the Con- 
ſumption of their Commodries, have of late Years 
mightily encouraged Importation and Exportati- 
on: ſo that if our expences at home be leflened 
for want of a free Circulation of Trade amon 

the people, our Plantation Trade will ſuffer as 
wellasothers z for the French, Dutch, Portuguiſe, &c. 
who have all of them Plantations in the Weſt-In- 
dies, and as theirs do riſe, ours conſequently de- 
clines, and will continne declinin wr nave 
ſome ſpecial Encouragement and Aſfiſtance, and 
that becauſe the French King does as much bend 
his inclinations and ſtrength to the advancement 
of Trade and Navigation, eſpecially his Plantati- 
ons, greatly incouraging them by laying on ſmall 
Duties-on their ſeveral produtions, as Sugar, Cc. 
and lending his Care alſo to all ſuch A" 
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and Propoſals that his Subs. do offer for the 
advancement of Trade, and the Manufatures of 
bis Kingdom 3 and if they have a fair proſpet of 
advantage, he is then willing to bear fome of the 
Loſles and Cm that may happen to the ſame 
ProjeG, for the firſt two or three Years; he does 
likewiſe mightily endeavour 10 advance the pro- 
fitable Trade of the Fiſhery and ſundry Manufa- 
Qtures, which are advanced fimce the Peace abour 
twenty per Cent. which is a great Encouragement 
to them. 


The Portaguiſe likewiſe, of late being advanced 
in- Trade and Navigation, and having one of the 
beſt and largeſt Settlements for Sugar, viz. Braeſl, 
&c. will be thereby encouraged to make greater 
Quantities of that Commodity than formerly, which 
together with the forementioned French Sertle- 
ments will ſupply moſt of the Markets of Exrope, 
which hitherto the Exgliſþ have done. 


Whereas, on the other hand, our own Sugar 
Plantations muft decline, eſpecially that of Barbe- 
dees, the Land being weakened and almoſt worn 
out by often Planting, whict perhaps in its youth» 
full days was the moſt FertiP(t Spot of all Awe- 


' rica, and twenty or thirty years ago was fo ſtrong 


and fertile, that from once Planting their Sugar, 
Canes would from the ſame root bear conſide- 
rable crops ſeven years together before they need- 
«4 ro be Planted again, and had no occaſion to 


- be dunged all' that time: but they now are for- 


ced 
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ced to new Plant and Dung them every Year, an 
have treble the Labour and Hands to keep them 
from Weeds ſo that formerly one hundred Ne- 
groes and one Sugar Wind-mill would clear the 
Planter more Money then three hundred Negroes 
and two or three Wind-mills will donow : fo that 
every hundred weight of Sugar ſtands the maker 
thereof im, more than do1ble what it did then, 
and yet does not yield him half the Price, 


The Weſt-India Settlements, for theſe Thirty 
or Fourty Years laſt paſt, have been the bright. 
eſt Gem m our Crown of Trade,;.by employi 
great numbers of Ships, and making the belt of. 
' Seamen ; for within theſe twenty Years the Iſland 
of Barbadoes alone did load yearly near four hun- 
dred fail of Ships, ſo that no Trade hath advan- 
ced Navigation like thoſe Settlements : but. now 
the charge of making Sugar is ſo great, and the 
price ſo low, that this, together with the high Dus. 
ties Jately laid on their Commodities, will force 
them to make but a third or half the Quantity 
of Sugar, and oblige them to apply themſelves 
to raiſe Proviſions to ſupport their Families with 
their own Produd, = have hitherto been fur- 
niſhed from England, Ireland, and the Settlements 
upon the Main ; for within theſe twenty Years we 
did lade from Erg/and more than one hundred 
and fifty Sail of Ships, with Bread, Butter, Cheeſe, 
Beer, Fleſh, and other Eatables, beſides all ſorts 
of Merchand1zes, and now we do not load three : 
therefore it will needs be forthe intereſt of Eng- 
land 


C13) 
keand- to heliter their Burden, ws, the great Cu-+ 
Roms under which (it is | flible far the 
tations to ſtand, for that which formally raiſed 
and advanced the Planters, was the making of 
much Sugar, but that does now ruin and undg 
them, the Charge being much more than the 
Intereſt 3 to which if there þe not proper reme- 
dies applied,” it will cut off one of the Nobleſt 
Branches of Navigation, 


Conſider in the next place, as to our Trade 
with France, many are of various Opinions con- 
cerning it, | the differing Notions whereof I will 
not here uadertake to reconcile 3 but upon the 
whole we have good: reaſon to-athrm that jt has 
always proved very profitable to this Ntion , 
as all other Trades, wherein great numbers 
of onr own ' Ships are implayed as Carriers, 
which was the. original advancement of Navj- 


gation. 

"Some will perhaps objet and fay, that the 
FrenchTrade is of no great Importance toExg/and, 
becauſe of their exhauſting From us great ſums 
of Money. 


To this I anſwer, that our Navigation may 
belefſened, and they may from anecellity, which 
1s the Mother of Invention , be further ſetting 
up of Manufatures to the leſſening - of ours 
beſides , they have taken conſiderably of -our 


Produdt, which we ſhall be deprived of by apt 
| C trading 
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erading with them ; for it is obſerved that grea# 
Numbers of Artificers have ſhifted their i- 
tations, and tranſported themſelves to ſeek their 
Fortunes in unknown Couurries, and many .of 
them leaving their miſerable Wives and Chil- 
dren to the Pariſh, and: moſt of them have done 
ſo for want of ſuch encouragement as they- had 
formerly, and this has been partly occaſioned, 
not ſo much from great numbers- of St 
that of late years have preſſed in upon hays 
Education and miferable low way of hving/in 
comparifion of ours, which have rendered 
capable to Live and Work at lower rates than 
the Engliſh, moſt of them being Lodgers, In- 
mates, and ſheltered under a few Houſckeep-- 
ers, and a Houſe that contains four, fix or 
eight Rooms does for 'the moſt part | entertain 
near as many Families, as is uſual in their own 
Countries, which does likewiſe hide and defend 
them from paying Taxes Either to the Pariſh or 
Government : - Iſay not ſo much on this account, 
as from great declenſion of their ſeveral imploy- 
ments. 


In the next place, our Trade is likewiſe preju- 
diced, by another ſort of Strangers of more va- 
lue, moſt of which are fingle Men, as FaQors, 
Gentlemen, and others, that- are- alſo Lodgers 
and Inmates, many. of them live here from. $e- 
ven Tweaty Years, imploying ſome of .our 
Eminent Tradeſmen, as Packers, &c. who are 
paid but little better than Journeymen to boy 


LLP, 

and. Cplle& theix-Merchandiſes in Grok, and at 
firſt band; whereby they, obſtru@ and hinderthe 
ww ye <a many of our Tr2deſmen, whoſe 
hands they would otherwiſe have paſſed through 
before they came to the Exporter, as in former- 
times was uſual : And when theſe Faftors have 
by thei al living and Monopclizing methods 
ned+great Eſtates, they then remit them 1n- 

to their. own Countries, ,and bid farewell tro Exg- 
land, wherein they have ſo much advanced them- 

| OPIN ſo Wm and eaſie from Ml 
Duties and. Impoſitions, being not only excuſed 
or Charge of the Pariſh, but al- 
tothe. King: and Government, when at the 
qur own poor Tradeſmen that are 


the Money and bear none of the 
-Burthens, being many thouſands of thoſe 
people, for which there is no Preſident in any 
othcr. Nation : for theſe incroachments are like 
Sheep fed upon. the (attsbold- bills, and black 
Cattle on the. Welch Mountains, which when, 
they come into; the Valleys or better. Paſturts, 
will Improve and grow Fat, whereas ſuch as ' 
are bred- upon the ſame ſpot or Paſturage, can 
-bardly live: Theſe axe ſome of thoſe. Motbs 
. that ſpoil, us in ur, Trade. Apotber Conlide-' 
«ration, is that we have loſt yery much of our 
Navigation, which appears from the unheard of 
loſſes Merchants have mg with. during the lute 
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War ; 
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War, there having been niny- brave Eſtates 
ſimk, and others rendred weak and febble. / 


The inlind Traders have this advantage of the 
former, (viz._) to ſpend what they have former- 
ly got, for want of a free and generous cicu» 
lation -of Trade, which ocecaſjons "emi 
Tradeſmen of all forts, and fuch as were 
Horſe-keepers to ſhift and hide themſelves an - 
Lodgings, 'and to follow the faſhions of onr 
neighbouring Nations, which does and will prove 
very prejudicial, not only to'the 
of thany People, but to 'all ſych us/ have their 
Eſtates in Houſes, there being- many -hundr eds 
m and about London, that do not pay the King's 
Tax 3 and other Cafnalties that which - 
do not only mightily leſſen the Co of 
our own Gr but more eſpecially that” of 
all Foreign Cotnthodities, and fuch-as come 
from our own Plantations al(o, as Sugar,” To- 
bacco, &e. Likewiſe Wine, Spice,” Spariſh fruit, 
and 4a hundred other things, for of late and at 
this 'tyme thoſe--Commodities ate 'very low 'im 


yo er notwithſtanding the Merchants have not 


above a third or fourth of the quantitievst Mar- 
ket as there uſed 16 be ih peaveable 'times, but 
'efpecially of ſome forts of thetn, 'the- principal 
occaſion: of this lowneſs -and dead trading is, we 
do not conſkimie half the tifics  we'did for- 
merly, neither do we Expart' ſo 'anachy, for'ovur 
'mneighbouting Nations do ahdwwill furniſh'them- 
&hves from their own Ma" 
an 
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and other parts. which is another conſiderable 
woundrto Navigation. : P 


Now, tho? ſome of the forementioned 1m- 
ported Commodines are conſum'd by ſome, mikes 
ſome of the unthigking fort to ſuppoſe, that 
there is' as much ſpent as ever, yet the Deal- 
ers in thoſe Commodities. will inform vs. 0- 
therwiſe, _ _ eat ny for the grand 
Conſumption of - thoſe o chiefly Yepend 
or the middle or common people, vis. the Tradeſ- 
men, who are numerous, as the Proverb has 
it, Meny hands make light work; forevery Tradel. 
man-is' under a kind of neceility to ſpend in 
proportion to his Trade and Gain : as for Ex- 
ample, in-feveral out parts of London, there 
were- within the compaſs of two or thrice 
ſmall Streets, Lanes, and Allies, two or three 
thouſand working Tradeſmen, id ſuch as be- 
longed” xo+ them, ſome of which Trades did get 
about twelve hundred pound Week, when 
they had full Employment, and moſt of this mo- 
mey was ſpent every Week in} the Neighbour- 
hood..in ſtrong-Dnak, ſeveral forts of Fleſh, 
Bread, Batter; ; Sugar, Spice, Spaniſh Fruit, 
and in -Cloathing,- which cauſed a quick Cir- 
culation 1n @ll Buſineſs. 


But'!now the Numbers of Labourers is not 
only leflened, but'thoſe that are, do work for 
leſs Wages, and have not work cnough neither, 


which does likewiſe -occaſion the Rents of all 
Houſes, 


— 
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Hauſes, e&c, to fall, and ina" little time thoſe 


things will have an influence upon 'Lahd 5 for 
Tradeſmen did not uſe to matter whether they 
gave from Twenty to- Fifty or Sixty pound for 
a Houſe, provided that their Trade was good, 
but are not able to grve ſuch Rents now. 


The like is to be underſtood in-all Expences 
and "Taxes to the King, therefore the promori- 


. on of Navigation and a free Trade, gives life to 


the 'Trading People,” more eſpecially if the'Cu- 
ſtoms and”' Imports” be eaſie; for great 
Weights and Burthens Jaid on any particular 
Member, will not only diſcourage it, but muſt 
cauſe it to ſink and "periſh ; es, Merchants 
are, as is ſaid before, the Engines'of the whole 
Nation, and it encouraged, have an innate pow - 
er to ſet ail hands at work, and to advance all 
the Manufaftiirtsand Produdtions of the Nation, 
and render the whole capable not only to live 
well, and Foend Money liberally, but to pay Tax- 
es as freely. 


Now great Faxes cannot, as is mention*d be- 
fore, be born by any parncular parrovf the peo- 
ple without. endangering their ruin, more eſpe- 
cially the Importers and Exporters, becauſe they 
are the High-ways and” principal Gates that all 
Commerce mult paſs through, which,” 1t in an 
a be ſtop'd or obſtrufted, the whole mu 
ſafter in proportion 3 befides, ſuch Taxes and | 
Impoſitions as are laid uncqually on the people . 


hav 


_— a ""— 
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have hardly'ever anſwered hitherto, neither is 
it reaſonable to think, that they will far the 


And indeed, it ſeems to be a general opini- 
on, that a ſmall gentle Tax laid on the Mouth 
and Back, would anſwer and ſupply the Nati- 
ons preſent occaſions, and- raiſe ſuch ſums as their 
neceſſities call's for, without any manifeſt Bur- 
then or Injury to them, for the Belly will not 
be cheated, beſides, then there would: be many 
Milliens of people more to pay that which now 
lies on leſs than one Million, by this, you- bring 
in confiderable numbers of- Strangers, Young 
People, and Lodgers, ſuch as we before treat- 
ed of, who! have hitherto ſhifted their necks 
out of the Collar, many of them being Emi- 
nent- and better able to pay Taxes, than ſome 
Houſekeepers, both of our own Nation and 0- 
thers : This'way would hurt neither rich nor poor, 
provided that Navigation and a free Circula- 
tion of Trade be maintained, and Merchants in 
couraged z for the ſums of Money that are now 
wanted, - and .that muſt be raiſed to make good 
the deficiency of former Funds, and for the pre- 
ſent ſupply of the King, will be much more dit- 
ficult ro be advanced than ever, for as Trading 
finks, fo in proportion all things fall into a Con- 
ſumprtive. State, and therefore Taxes will rare- 
ly anſwer, becauſe the Commodities they are 
laid on, are not ſpent and conſumed as former- 


ly, great part of the people being forced by 
pure 


\ (. 20®) 
re neceſſity to- retrench their expences inull 
Lnious Commodities, of which no more then 
is conſumed in England, are of value to the 
.-King, for thoſe that are Exported, pays. next 
to nothing, moſt of the Cuſtoms being drawn 
back. Sy 


$9 that it is clear -and manifeſt beyond Con- 
tradiQion, the want of Trading makes thegene- 
rallity-of the people grow poor, of which our 
Experience hath” made us too ſerifible wy 
ſo that not only the"Conſumption of the » 
mentioned , Commodities, but likewiſe of our 
Manufactures too, will be leflened. : 


It may be ſome will objeft, That the Emgliſo 
Nation have never been uſed to have their Food 
and Cloathing Taxed, fo that it will be-a hard 
Morſel to ſwallow : 1 anſwer hereunto that be- 
fore now, we never had occaſion forſtch great 
ſums of Money, and therefore, as the ſums are 
great and ſtrange, the Methods of raifing them, 
maſt be as univerſal, and it will be well if the 
Nation can do it either by this or' any other 
equal way or 'Method. 


Now it is further to be noted that the prin- 
cipal cauſe and reaſon, why we have laſfered 
ſuch great Shipwracks of late in our Trade hath 
been trom the War, fo that our neutral Neigh- 
bours have had opportunity 'to increaſe their 
number of Shipsand Seamen, which by their con 
, (iderabl 
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fderible pain, have wounded us to the very 
deart, in the next place our Merchants'and Tra- 
rs, ate of as various Opinions and Notions in 
Trade, both thoſe that Trade abroad and ſich 
as Trade at home, and for the moſt part 6 
many Trades as there are, ſo many Notions and 
Opinions they are of, in: thoſe Trades they haye 
been bred 'up, ſo that if Traders do not know 
nor eſſentially underſtand and have not true 
univerſal Principles and Notions, but diſagree a- 
mong themſelves. 


© But it is not to be doubted, thatif the Ex- 
porters and all inland Traders, and dependers or 
Craftsmen, did agree in true univerſal Notions 
and 'Methods of Trade, then our Country Gen- 
tlemen muſt be convinced and made ſenſible, 
that it would be their principal intereſts to pro- 
te and advance Trade, which hitherto hath 
rhade this Nation richerthan any of our Nigh- 
bouring Countrys, and hath more than trebled 
in value every Acre of Landin Prgland, with- 
in the compaſs of one bundred years, for abuut 
that time Trading and Merchandize did take 
its birth, we having very little before, for in _ 

Henry VIII's Reign the Cuſtoms were not muc 
more then Ten thouſand pound Per Anmur, by 
which any perſon may eaſily Judge of Trade then 
and now, and all Land Manufattures, bore then 
a proportionable low value; but it is tobe noted, 
that our great and as it were unheard-of Trade, 
hath advanced within the ROIE of Fifty _ 
when 
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when it came on with a rapid mgtion, which: 
was chiefly occalioned by the Wars and cons 
tinuall deveſtations, our Neighbourt 
made one- upon another; and if any of them had 
Peace Seven or Ten years, then new Wars were 
waged again, ſo. that by their Miſery and Pover- 
ty, England had the apporetig pn inveſt them- 
ſelves m the whole Trade of Exrope, and about 
the ſame time the Weſt-Indies was ſettled tothe 
very great profit and advancement of Navigati- 


on, which hath now ſeen its beſt-days and if- 


the preſent Impoſitions lately laid on their Com- 


modities,” be not eaſed, many brave Plantations - 


muſt of neceſſity finkand come to nothing, orat 
leaſt yield no profit nor m2. to England, 
and will as it: were cut of one of the 
Branches of Navigation, as has been already ſaid : 
for it is the great quantities of Bulkſom Com- 
modities, that multiplies Ships and Men, and that 
pays the King moſt Cuſtoms, »#z- Sugar, Tar 
co, Cotton, Ginger, Wine, and the like, which 


Commodities can neyer be in any Qyantity Im» - 


ported nor- conſumed, but only in ſuch Nati- 
ons, a3 have a free brisk- Trade and eafie Du- 
= by: Oy rter, and where the on 

ty worki le have a 
which renders a. - Driak BT Eat «v4 
for that is the Mouth or Carrier that vends the 
moſt part of ſuch things. 


For 


Nations - 


principaleſt ' 
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' For this cauſe the Tradeſmen and other com- 


' mon people of Exglaxd have ſpent and conſu- 


med greater quantities of ſuch things than half 


| Ewarepe ; the "Tradeſmen and poor of other Na- 
| tions hardly knowing their names, and much leſs 


| their natures. 


em Om wm > _ —_ —_ 


Now many do alledge, that it is the Expo 


| ration: of ſeveral Commodities that we bring for 


Returns from Foreign parts, that affords the moſt 
benefit to this Nation, which I agree to, yet 
nevertheleſs there are many eminent Commodi- 
ties, Which are Imported and pays the King 
conſiderable Duties which muſt be ſpent in Ezxg- 
land, viz." Spaniſh Fruit, as Raiſins of ſeveral 
ſorts, Figs, Pruens, Currants, Dates, Almonds , 
Rice, Spice, Silks, Wines of all forts, &«, the 
Conſumption whereof, ſince the dead Trading 
and high 1 axes, have been contracted into a nar- 
row Circle, and muſt be yet more if Merchants, 
Traders, and Tradeſmen, do not niet, with 
more incouragement than they have latcly, or 
than they have a preſent proſpet of ; © that ic 
is moſt clear that the Conſumption of fuch 
things at home is as profitable to the Nation, 
as thoſe that are Exported again : for if we can 
neither conſume them at home nor Export them 
abroad, how ſhould. our Neighbours be able 
to- pay for our ManufaQures, for which we have 
thole Commodities in Exchange 3 Some perhaps 
will obje&, and ſay we may have money, which 


Can* 


— 
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cannot be : but ſuppoſe ſuch a thing could .be 
effeted, what then wonld become of our Na- 
vigation, for a few Ships would carry our own 
Manufattures and bring in Money, and what 
ſupport would -this be to the Government, for 
then all the Cuſtoms would not pay the King's 
Officers their Salleries, more eſpecially (ince our 
Markets are not ſo incouraging as formerly ; and 
hence it is that the Revenues of the Crown do 
decreaſe, occaſioned by the generall retrenching 


of expences. 


I ſhall further add, That the additional du- 
ties and high impoſts laid on Merchandizes, do 
either diſcourage the Trader, or oceafion 
lefs quantities to be Imported, making ſuch 
things dear to the Subje&t, and thereby the 
Conſumption is abated, becauſe the people can- 
not reach to buy them, which as has been faid 
—_— will ruin our Plantations in the Weſt- 

ndies,” | 


The like is to be underſtood of great exci- 
ſes on ſeveral Commodities at home, which does 
ſo advance them, that thereby the common 
people conſumes but a third or half the quan- 
ties they did when they were cheap: beſides 
high duties on ſome Commodities, do as it were 
put a full ſtop to them, ſo that they pay the 
King little or no duty nor Cuftom, for if the 
impolſts be greater than the intereſt, it does as 
it were at once cut off all publick commerſe and 
puts 
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puts people on contriving indire& Methods anfl 
Ways how they may run ſuch things, by which 
means the King 1s deprived of his Cuſtoms and 
the univerſal uſe of the thing 1s loſt, and what is 
ſpent is made dear, ſo that people cannot ob- 
tain it, 'and there is no Man of fence but muſt 
acknowledge, that it is «the Circulation of Trade 
amongſt the inferiour Artificers and Tradeſmen, 
on whom 'the chiet and principal Conſumption 
of our. own Manufactures, and more particular- 
ly of Imported Commodities, ſuch as Sugar, Spi- 
ces, Spaniſh Fruit, all forts of Wines, and the 
like, depends, and it is clear that if -our Trade 
both .at home and abroad, had been in ſucha 
Conſumptive ſtate Twenty or Thirty years a- 
go as it 1s now, then this City would never have 
been built, nor ſo many Noble Houfes and Stru- 
Arares | Erefted, as there has beer in and about 
London, which are as ſo many Monuments of our 
former Riches and great Trade. | 


It hath been alſo obſerved, that in Englend, 
after Wars ahd Devaſtations, we uſed to have 
a conſiderable increaſe ef Trade, and this being 
within the memory of molt Traders, the peo» 

le on the late Peace did expe@ to ſee the ſame, 
the they now find altogether the contrary, and 
inſtead of an increaſe, moſt Trades have been 
mhch worſe than before, and -as to our Mer- 
chants, what was taken before and deſtroyed by 
our Enemies in the War, hath been as it were 
caſt away on Shore, by the ſmall yend and low 


priſes 
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rices. So Melancholly at preſent are the Circum- 
ſtances of Traders and Merchants of all de- 


grees. 


Therefore it would be highly neceflary that 
there ſhould be a Committe compoſed of two 
or three "of -the moſt prudent of each Trade 
who have, during the late War, been Traders, 
and continue to be at this time, and whoſe E- 
ſtates and Stacks are now imploy'd that way, for 
fach are moſt ſenſible of the late Wounds our 
Trade has received, and can beſt adviſe Methods 
how they may be healed againz ſochat it w 
better ſuch a Committee do not confiſt of th 
whoſe Education and manner of Life hath tended 
another way 3 nor yet of old Merchants, who - 
for a conſiderable tune have withdrawn their 
Stocks from "Trade : for, tho? theſe may be Men 
of ſufficient Parts and Integrity, yet now, all the 
Gircumſtances of Trading. tem to: be-new; and 


therefore the Management - and Methods that 
were formerly = "; 
Rivals, .cangot 


before we had fo many 
upp0s'd to be ſerviceable at . 
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